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Before break (45 min)

• Intro

• UN 2030 agenda for the SDG’s

• UN SDG’S

• Shipping alignment to the UN 2030 
agenda

• Digitalization and the UNSDG’s

After break (45 min). 

• Shipping policies (international 
conventions)

• Shipping and the human rights

• Case study

This lecture
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Case for today
Your company has conducted a Net Present Value (NPV) analysis to assess the 
feasibility of continuing to operate a 30-year-old Suezmax tanker, which requires 
significant engine maintenance and costly retrofitting to comply with new climate 
regulations. 
The decision has been made to scrap the vessel in Chittagong, Bangladesh, a 
practice you have undertaken multiple times before. Since your company operates 
out of Norway, it is required that you conduct a human rights and United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs) assessment to better understand the 
potential impacts of this decision.
Questions: 
1) What are the potential human rights implications of scrapping the vessel in 
Chittagong, and how can these be mitigated?
2) What UNSDG’s are relevant to this activity?
3) What mechanisms can be put in place to monitor the adherence to human 
rights and environmental standards during the scrapping process?
4) How does the decision to scrap the vessel impact different stakeholders, 
including employees, local communities in Bangladesh, and global consumers?

Where Ships Go to Die, Workers Risk Everything | National 
Geographic (youtube.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOmtFN1bfZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOmtFN1bfZ8
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This lecture will help with the following 
learning outcomes:
Skills
• considers the economic, political, and 

ethical issues relevant to the shipping 
industries 

• can communicate with industry 
practitioners using correct terminology

Competency
• exchanges opinions and experiences with 

others with a background in the field

Learning outcomes
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• The 80’s brought the debate of 
economic growth at the expense of 
environmental sustainability

• In the year 2000, the UN 
established the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG’s)

• The goals aimed to 2015
• In 2015, the final report suggested 

a more ambitious plan by 
balancing:
• Protection of the environment
• Economic transformation
And by realizing peace and human 
rights for all

Background

**Sustainability defined by the UN in 1987 as: meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs
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“seek to realize the human rights 

of all an achieve gender equality” 

… LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND

The Agenda 2030 for 
Sustainable Development

Aim at eradicating poverty in all 
forms and

• Focus on human well being 
and sustainability, while 
meeting the other 
development roles

• Adopted unanimously in 2016 
by member states of the UN
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UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s)
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Digitalization and UNSDG’s

• Del Rio Castro et al, 2020
• Link between digital paradigms (Big data,  AI, 

Blockchain, IoT) and UNSDG’s still on early stages
• New issues unveiled with big data such as ethical, social 

and environmental controversies
• Big data can enhance transparency and accountability 

and could help to assess Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) performance

• Counterarguments for digitalization as an enabler
• Higher production of electronic waste
• Growing energy and power use
• Mineral extraction in conflicting zones
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IMO integration with UNSDG’s
World Maritime day 2020 slogan

Check how IMO touches upon 
all UNSDG’s in here

https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/SustainableDevelopmentGoals.aspx
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How is shipping 
affecting the UNSDG’s?

A review inspired 
on this report
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What is the impact of shipping?
Biosphere

• Protecting the environment is precondition to the 
other goal levels (society and economy)

• Shipping has a direct impact through air emissions 
and discharges to sea (ballast, oil waters)
• 3% of global anthropogenic CO2
• 18 million tonnes NOx, 10 million tonnes SOx
• Major contributor to introduce alien species across 

ecosystems
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What is the impact of shipping?
Society
• Societal issues and calls for the eradication of poverty, 

good health and peace
• Shipping main influence is towards global health and 

providing affordable access to global markets for food
• 80% of goods (by volume) transported by ships
• 7% transport cost relative to value of goods (efficient) for 

developed countries and from 8 to 11% developing 
countries

• NOx, SOx and PM from ships are a source of pollution in 
coastal areas and cities
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What is the impact of shipping?
Economy
• Attention towards industry, innovation and infrastructure; 

reduced inequalities; responsible consumption and 
production

• Shipping can impact by 
• providing decent and safe working environment on ships and 

throughout the value chain
• Facilitate economic growth through affordable shipping (not 

at the expense of biosphere)
• 90% of ships are recycled, but many still on beaches
• 6 fatalities per 100 million work hours on board ships per 

year. 10x OECD average across industries
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What is the impact of shipping?
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Highest impact
• Goal

• Promote sustained, inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth, full 
and productive employment and 
decent work for all.

• Type of effect
• Influence of employment conditions 

in its own operations, and can 
facilitate growth in the ocean 
economy

• Magnitude of effect
• The main facilitator of ocean 

activities and provide access to 
markets. Potentially the only access 
to small island developing states.
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Highest impact

• Goal
• Aims to ensure access to 

affordable, reliable sustainable 
and modern energy for all

• Type of effect
• Direct effect as shipping can 

choose their energy sources and 
provide services for energy 
harvesting at sea

• Magnitude of effect
• Shipping can facilitate energy 

distribution and harvesting
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Highest impact

• Goal
• Take urgent action to combat 

climate change and its impact
• Type of effect

• Can directly influence GHG 
emissions and has a dedicated 
organization (IMO) for 
developing international 
policies

• Magnitude of effect
• Shipping produces about 3% 

of global emissions. 
• Can also influence other 

transportation modes
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Wrap it all

• Goal
• Revitalize the global partnership 

for sustainable development
• Type of effect

• Shipping is international and can 
be an important contributor of 
partnerships

• People speaks the same 
technical language

• Magnitude of effect
• Operates on both developed 

and developing countries. 
Partnerships can be created 
across national and regional 
boundaries
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BREAK
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• Shipping is regulated via international 
conventions. More than 50 conventions.

• For operating, vessels must be registered by a 
flag state. 

• The flag state of the vessel, usually adopts the 
convention as a local legislation, after being 
ratified. 

• …therefore, vessels under their flag must 
comply with their law, vis-à-vis the 
international convention.

The policy mechanism of shipping (A brief intro)
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IMO 4 pillars
Convention Covering
International Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS)

Safety for construction, 
equipment and operations

International Convention on 
Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers (STCW)

Seafarers professional
standards

International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from 
Ships (MARPOL)

Environmental protection

Maritime Labour Convention 
(MLC)

Labor standards and 
seafarers protection
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• Shipping contributes to 2.89% of 
global anthropogenic emissions

• Despite a plan for reducing 
emissions to net zero in 2050, it 
might be too late for some people

• UN declaration on the rights of 
indigenous people

“Indigenous peoples have the right to the 
lands, territories and resources which they 
have traditionally owned, occupied or 
otherwise used or acquired”

Maritime transport and its impact on human rights
Climate change

Guna woman displaying her molas. 
Image by Johantheghost. Copyright-
free
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La Barriada–Inland Gunas settlement. Photo: The World Street Journal.

Island in San Blas. Photo: The World Street Journal

https://www.wsj.com/articles/rising-caribbean-sea-pushes-indigenous-group-off-island-11667649604
https://www.wsj.com/articles/rising-caribbean-sea-pushes-indigenous-group-off-island-11667649604


25

Migrants on an inflatable boat. Photo: UN News 

Maritime transport and its impact on human rights
Human migration by sea

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/05/1092752
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0vv717yvpeo
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Maritime transport and its impact on human rights
Seafarers rights

• Labour rights are considered under the ILO Maritime 
Labour Convention (MLC) 2006
• Ratified by 91% of IMO member states

• Seafarers are the invisible force moving our goods
• 80% to 90% of goods by volume are moved by sea

• Enforceability is a challenge
• The COVID pandemic displayed some systemic failures 

in the fair treatment of seafarers
• Silver lining was the awareness of the importance of 

seafarers to world trade
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19.5% of Thai male seafarers had depression symptoms
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Maritime transport and its impact on human rights
Seafarers' rights

• Failures might be led by operational decisions or an aim 
for efficiency
• … treating seafarers as commodities
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Norway and the human rights

• Norway’s Transparency Act requires companies to carry 
out due diligence activities to ensure they are operating 
responsibly, respecting human rights and decent working 
conditions. (Gard, 2023) … and be able to respond to any 
requests for information and to account for their due 
diligence work

• How much due diligence is enough? OECD Guidelines for 
Multinational Enterprises. 

• Human rights due diligence report. Check an example of 
Odfjell report. 

• What happen to shipping where a shipowner in Norway, 
has a management from Greece, a crew from Phillipines, 
under a Panama flag?

https://st-484u2x1fcj.nf.cdn.netflexapp.com/1748604767/hrdd-reporting-7-may-2025.pdf
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Better off is not always a feasible solution
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An exercise of UNSDG’S and Human rights assessment
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Every step of the lifecycle of a ship needs to be 
assessed

Source: The Institute of Human Rights and Business(IHRB)
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Every step of the lifecycle of a ship needs to be 
assessed

Full assessment

https://ihrb-org.files.svdcdn.com/production/assets/uploads/briefings/Shipping_Lifecycle_2022-09-12.pdf?dm=1726489106?dm=1715761509
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An exercise of UNSDG’S and Human rights assessment

• The Hong Kong Convention 
is aimed at ensuring that 
ships, when being recycled 
after reaching the end of 
their operational lives, do not 
pose any unnecessary risks 
to human health, safety and 
to the environment.

• Enter into force on June 26th 

2025.
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Case for today
Your company has conducted a Net Present Value (NPV) analysis to assess the 
feasibility of continuing to operate a 30-year-old Suezmax tanker, which requires 
significant engine maintenance and costly retrofitting to comply with new climate 
regulations. 
The decision has been made to scrap the vessel in Chittagong, Bangladesh, a 
practice you have undertaken multiple times before. Since your company operates 
out of Norway, it is required that you conduct a human rights and United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs) assessment to better understand the 
potential impacts of this decision.
Questions: 
1) What are the potential human rights implications of scrapping the vessel in 
Chittagong, and how can these be mitigated?
2) What UNSDG’s are relevant to this activity?
3) What mechanisms can be put in place to monitor the adherence to human 
rights and environmental standards during the scrapping process?
4) How does the decision to scrap the vessel impact different stakeholders, 
including employees, local communities in Bangladesh, and global consumers?

Where Ships Go to Die, Workers Risk Everything | National 
Geographic (youtube.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOmtFN1bfZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOmtFN1bfZ8
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An exercise of UNSDG’S and Human rights assessment

• IMO-Norway GreenVoyage 2050
• Support implementation of the Initial IMO GHG Strategy, in 

particular developing countries

Detail

https://greenvoyage2050.imo.org/about-the-project/
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